February

On the extra day
the waterman gave each
an additional sip
it was tepid
but better than zero.
On the extra day
archers paused under the prosceniums

watching anchors in the bay

finally being released

from the muck and brine.

On the extra day

the miller crushed less potash
and pumice

into the meal

but no infant lived a second longer.

On the extra day

the sky was really the same
but the sun felt new M t h 1 1 «EE‘
the tillers sowed 1C a e C u

the rocky, rubbled earth

with more speed and less sweat.

On the extra day

the commissar claimed
it was his real birthday
the plateau mumbled

and an angel and three devils wept.
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