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Jon
ah

wai
ted

in t
he

bac
kya

rd f
or a

n a
nsw

er,

am
ong

dry
wee

ds,
em

pty
bee

r ca
ns,

a ru
ste

d c
has

sis,
and

a s
ma

ll de
ad

tree
.

On
a la

wn
cha

ir in
the

bac
kya

rd,

Jon
ah

wat
che

d w
ith

a h
app

y e
ye

as
sm

all t
hin

gs
pas

sed
.

The
oth

er r
ove

d fo
r m

ate
rial

.

He
dre

w in c
ircle

s o
n a

n ir
rele

van
t sk

etc
hpa

d,

bui
lt re

latio
ns

on
me

nia
l ch

ore
s.

On
a la

wn
cha

ir in
his

own
bac

kya
rd,

Jon
ah

wat
che

d fo
r se

agu
lls f

rom
the

coa
st,

dre
w rou

nd
mu

scle
s o

n s
kele

tal
bre

ast
bon

e,

saw
tim

e fa
ll lik

e s
and

, tu
rn t

o c
onc

rete
, an

d

pen
law

s a
gai

nst
thin

gs
tha

t ch
ang

e.

Jon
ah,

a c
hild

in a
whi

te-w
alle

d a
par

tme
nt

pla
ying

hou
se

in e
mp

ty r
oom

s,

hea
rd t

hin
gs

he
kne

w he
sho

uld
not

hea
r.

Fro
m his

law
n c

hai
r in

his
own

bac
kya

rd,

Jon
ah

hea
rd t

he
call

in h
is o

wn
voic

e,

say
ing

cha
rred

and
ruin

ous
thin

gs,

thin
gs

he
him

self
cou

ld n
ot h

ave
kno

wn.

Of
cou

rse
he

ran
. B

ut t
he

lan
d d

idn
't w

ant
him

.

And
the

sail
ors

did
n't

wan
t hi

m.

And
the

bird
s d

idn
't w

ant
him

.

And
the

wat
er d

idn
't w

ant
him

.

Jon
ah

wro
te w

ith
trem

blin
g h

and

on
sof

t, c
lay

wal
ls-t

hey
call

ed
him

nam
es

afte
r th

e ti
de

was
hed

the
wal

ls c
lea

n.

On
a la

wn
cha

ir in
his

bac
kya

rd,

Jon
ah

dra
nk

unt
il he

cou
ld d

rink
no

mo
re,

unt
il sp

ring
cam

e, a
nd

he
sou

ght
sha

de.

Alo
ne,

und
er t

he
tree

, Jo
han

ske
tch

ed

bla
ck a

nd
whi

te r
epr

odu
ctio

ns

and
tho

ugh
t of

a b
ale

en
pris

on

in t
he

dee
p q

uie
t of

the
sea

.
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