This might be my remedy

this amber signature of tea

set here before us in cups

of glass too hot to touch.

The steam is aromatic

in my head — petals float

upwards out of reach.

The simmer of my body

hums within

so that I tremble

like an aftershock

of the Sierra Madre,

and rattle silver teaspoons

into saucers — I sit

clenching sugar cubes

in my back teeth

like Esther, or Kobra,

or Zahra might have

years before, or yesterday.

The tonic eases its way

into your explanation

infused with details

of the truth. I listen,

waiting for the tea to cool.
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